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John Clark (an Edinburgh goldsmith) designed a simple microscope in 1749, consisting of folding stand supported on the case. At the top a support held the simple lens and the specimens were spread on a object slide, which in its place rested on a small stage. Focusing by screwing the lens up or down with a screw. 

Five years later, in 1754, Clark constructed a different model. In this model the microscope stand consisted of two halves sliding into each other. One half supported the lens revolver, the other half the stage. There are several object slides with this microscope.
Much later, in 1773, Clark came with a third version of his simple microscope. Which is the version we have here. The stand is slightly bigger, the stage more elaborate, but the novel idea in this microscope is the small mirror, which has been inserted between the lens-revolver and the stand and which is meant to illuminate objects from above. This mirror reflected the light from the mirror at the base of the microscope.

See: D.J. Bryden (1972), ‘Three Edinburgh microscope makers: John Finlayson, William Robertson and John Clark’, in: The book of the Old Edinburgh Club, vol. XXXIII, part 3, pp. 165-176.
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